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National Day of Prayer

The National Day of Prayer was established in 1952 by an act of Congress and
signed by President Harry Truman. Congress later designated the first Thursday of May
as the annual National Day of Prayer. Christians should pray regularly and faithfully for
our nation and for the nations of this world, for our political and religious leaders, and for
peace amang all people.

On April 15, 2010, a U.S District Court judge in Wisconsin, Barbara Crabb, is-
sued a ruling stating that the National Day of Prayer violates the “establishment clause”
of the First Amendment. This ruling will certainly be appealed and probably not stand,
but it shows us our need to openly proclaim our faith. This year's theme for the National
Day of Prayer is a fitting one: “For Such a Time As This,” a quote taken from the Bible
boaok of Esther.

| intend to be involved in two National Day of Prayer events and urge you to
participate as well. | will participate in the public reading of the Scriptures in our County
Seat of Ebensburg and | will participate in “Celebrate One” at the Pasquerilla Confer-
ence Centerin Johnstown on May 6 at 7:00 PM. You may know of other events hap-
pening in our area. God bless you as you seek God's face in such a time as this.

Fastor P
Do Children Belong In Church?

We at Pleasant Hill are so blessed. | think it was 7 years ago when we started
to attend Pleasant Hill. We were looking for a church with an active Sunday School for
our granddaughter, Ashley. After crossing off the local churches we decided to call my
sister Debby. After hearing what she had to say we decided to try it that next week.
She met us and took us to the various rooms.

It wasn't until spring that we heard of the activities the church had to offer, first
the Easter Egg Hunt and then Vacation Bible School. Since we don't live close to the
church, | asked if there was something | could do, since | could stay instead of going
home. My daily job was taking care of little ones so | asked for the Pre K children. |
have been working with this group ever since.

Anyone who has seen the closing program for Bible School can see how much
enthusiasm and energy these children have. VWWe only have a short time to teach them.
Thanks to our Christian Education director, Children’s Work Director, and Jamie, who is
in charge of Sunday’s Children's Lesson, these programs are being filled. When you
watch the faces of the children during story time in church, Bible story time in class, and
the puppets during Bible School, you know you have a hard job to fill, but they are learn-
ing. For those who only come to church, it is Jamie’s lessons that must get through to
the children, and they have. | have heard the children tell of what they learned to other
people almost word for word. What a withess. Do children belong in church?  Just
watch the faces and actions of those around the parents who brought their baby to
church. It brings smiles and touching and talking to these little ones. Ewvery time you
touch one of these children you are touching a future leader of the church. | once heard
a member at a church say children don't belong in church. Sadly, that church may have
only 10 children attending. We have that many in one class. Do children belong in
church? YES. The next time you hear we need help for the children’s programs at
church, say yes, you are helping the future of the church. Without these children we
would not have a church to look forward to.

Vet Wathroe

May 2010

May 2
Pastor Russ speaking

May 9
John 14:23-29

May 16
Youth Sunday

May 23
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b

May 30
Romans 5:1-5
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