Pleasant Hill
f.,--ﬂhurt:h of the Breth

Slow Down

A Christrmas centered around parties and presents can make a slave out
of you, Jesus came to set you free so please don't enter into the bondage of
debt and hectic schaduling. Leave some room for joy.

The activiies at church help me stay focused on the real Christmas,
The world tries really hard fo saddle me with a false Christmas |ust as it tries to
promoie a false savior My celebrations of Chrisimas should help me draw
closer o God and help me with my journey of faith, You can make your Christ-
mas simpler, too, if you choose to do so, The time you spend clearing out the
clutter of your life and choosing to downsize your Christmas plans will pay off. Iif
you simplify your decorations, cut down on your shopping, and choose not 1o
do all this "stuff,” vou will benefit and so will your family, You can do it, | know
you can, and God will be honored by your cholces. - Pastor Phils

What the Bell Choir Means to Me

This year will mark the third year the reorganized bell chair will be nng-
ing the bells for the Christmas Eve service, It has fruly been a joy o me and has
brought back many fond memores, Alfhough we have had different members
ringing the belis over these past three years, we are mostly made up of oider
adults and many of us played these same bells as children.

Lois (Rose) Mckendrea and mysef were among the original group of
kids who worked with Aggie Mae Harrison (our director), at holding an auction at
Joseph Cemak’'s barm and raised the money fo purchase the bells. With much
help from owr church family and community, we were able lo purchase these
handbells for $600 (quite a large sum of money in those days).

| remember how excited we were when the bells armved and we opened
the cases. We had so much fun learming how to play the bells and became one
of the first bellringer groups in this area. We net only performed at our church
sendces, but we traveled o many other area churches and played the bells. We
even faped & Christmas program at WJUAC-TV. Cindy (Bouwch) Gossard and
Baecky (Saintz) Hobar wera also young belkringers during the Deginning years,
The bell choir existed for many years af our church, with many groups of kids
taking their turns in playing the bells. We estimate our handbelis to be between
45 fo 49 years old. We as a group are amazed at how they have endured. Al
thaugh | didn't realize it back then, those bell inging years helped 1o form many
of my Christian values and established long-lasting friendships and precious
Memones.

| feet | can speak for many of our ringers this year by saying that we still
have fun, enjoy the Christian fellowship, and experience pride when we play the
bells, However, more imporitantly, it is our hope that the congregation will re-
cefve a blessing on Christmas Eve istening to the bells, as we have all received
in playing them for the Lord. « Bonnde Bowch

December 2009

Dec. 6 Second in Advent
Text: Malachi 3:1-4

T PM Hvimn Sing at Third
Brethren

Dec. 13 Third im Adveni
Text: Mark Izaizh 12:2-6
GFM Covenant Bible Study

Deg, 20 Fourth in Advent
Text: Psalm 80:1-7

6 PM Children’s Christmas
Program and Christmas party

CHRIETMAR EVE
6 PM aeed 3 P
Candlelight service

Dec, 27
Text: Isaiah 60:1-6

HNEW YEAR'S EVE
TEM Cormimuigion
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What's happening at the Emanuel Children's Home?

The Chicken Farm

The ninety-five hens in the chicken farm arc
producing approximately eight-eight eggs daily.
We presently do not have roesiers, because we
didn't want to overload the children. We have
arranged for another ane hundred chicks to be sent
to the home in Movember, when the children begin
their winter vacation. Mo egp-producing hens are
butchered, we are treating them like queens!! They
are veccinated, given vitamins, and spoled in
cvery way we can! The egg producton [rom
Monday through Thursday is strictly for belping to
feed our children. However, the eggs produced
from Friday through Sunday goes for sale. We
also make occasional epg donations to nursing
homes and orphanzges less fortunate that ours.

Te irit

The kids at the Home are just about beside
themselves! They exhibit such team spirt when it
comes (o their coumry’s pational soccer team.
Honduras had a chance to qualify against the
USA. but lost! Their last, slim chance was if they
were to beat El Salvador, AND if USA wus to beat
or tie Costa Rica. Well, Honduras WON its game
against El Salvador—And the very last play of the
game between Costa Rica and the USA tied the
score. S0 Honduras is in, qualifying for its first
World Cup in 27 years for the FIFA World Cup
South Africa-2010. President Michelletti declared
temorrow (October 16th) a national holiday! What
@ bocst in morale for this country! With all that {3
going on politically, they could use some of that
Aght now!

urzsery Update

In San Pedro Sula (the city where Hogar Emanuel
is lpcated) approximately six pregnant women
each month who show up at ore of their hospitals.
She is placed on a gumcey (that possibly has no

gheets) next to several others just like her and
stays there only long enough to give birth. She no
doubt it very young (maybe only twelve or
thirteen years ald), very poor, has had no pre-natal
care, and definitely never had intentions of
becoming a mother. She will deliver her child and
then walk away abandoning her beby. The
Mursery facility is ready to go! Now all we need
are the caretnkers and we'll be ready help — justa
little! Although we have the space for ten cribs,
we will start out by opening our arms to only three
infamts soon after the beginning of the new year.

We will be sharing more about the nursery and
ways in which you can help in the coming menihs.
In the meantime, please pray for Hogar Emanuel
18 we step out in faith to help even more children.
We trust Him to lead the way for the Nursery
Project and know that great things can be ac-
complished with God as our guide.

1 THANK YOUI THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

“VYoices with a Cause—IJSA™ was a huge success!
What con we say, but THAMK YOU over and over
again to anyone and everyone who participated in
the DinnesConeert beld st Camip Hasmony on
October 10th.

It was 3o exciting for us to share the dizplay of
beautiful fall colors, both inside and ot However,
more than that, it was great to shere the hopes and
dreams for the children at Hogar Emanuel in such a
special way with so many of you, Our prayers were
answered as we are now thrilled to report that this
fund raising event made it possible for Hogar
Emaruel to supply the .needs for THREE
abandoned babies for about six or seven months!

PRAISE GODM




Brethren Home Commumity Windber
Christnmas Tree of Stars 2009

Please fielp us decorate the CAristmas Tree of Stars
P- : in this 26" year of our program. Your donation
will not only fionor or memorialize a foved one or
Jriend, it will help us provide benevolent care for
ouy residents in need.

Thank you for showing your love and concern
by supporting the Tree of Stars Campaign.

MNames of persons peing remembered will
be posted at the Home's Circle Lounge

~Please veturn the boltom portion
With your contribution to:

Church of the Brethren Home
277 Hoffman Avenue
Windber, PA 15063
ATTN: Tree of Stars
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Christmas Tree of Stars 2009

Please shine a light in memory of:

Please hang an ornament in honor of:
Donated by: Amonnt of Gift:




Church of the Brethren

TAFLSTRY

Caring for the whole fabric of the Church of the Brethren communuty * Dee. 2009, Vol. 7, Issue I0

MARK YOUR

CALENDAR

Future Church of the
Brethren events
and activities:

Dec. & Church of the
Brethren Advent Offering
emphasis (see back pagel;
Brethren Press winter cur-
riculum guarter begins

Jan. 5, 2010 Mational Youth
Confersnce registration
opens (www.brethren org)

Jamn. 9-30 Church of the
Brethren Global Mission
Farinershigs Migeria work-
camp

Jan. 24-Feb. 12 Brethren
Yolunteer Service winter unit
orientation, Gotha, Fla.

Jan. 25 Church of the
Brethren youthiyoung adult
workcamps registration
opens (www. brethren.org)

TAPESTRY iz a newsletter
lughlighting the mission and
mimdztries of the Church of
the Brethren. It is published
by the Office of Identity and
Eelations in Elgin TI1.

T4PESTRY 15 mserted in
each SOURCE mailing and
posted on wwnw brethren crg;
cofagregations and districts
are encontaged to make
coptes for distribution via
newsletters or other means.

; il

Erethren Disaster Miniztries has been
responding to recent disaster situations
by issuing grants for relief work follow-
ing earthquakes in Indonesia and sending
a Children’s Disaster Services (CDS)
teamn following flooding around Atlanta.
Two major earthguakes lut Indonesia in
September, cavsing widespread damage
and killing at least 700 people, and a
tsunami swept over the South Pacific’s
Samecan Islands late in the month.
Disaster staff have been monitoring
both stfuations through Chureh Werld
Service, a long-time ecumendcal and
internationsl partner. CWS Indonesia
staff reported that the level of damage in
the earthguake that hit the island of
Sumatra at the end of September was
“far worse” than the Sept. 2 earthquake
that rattled West Java. O3 has been
responding to both earthaqualkes. provid-
ing non-food relief items such as family

Brethren send aid to Indonesia

v B

Fhotz oy Ralner Lang f ACT
A community leader in West Sumatra, Indonesia, shows a home 2everely damaged
by earthguakes in September. 4 major ecumenical relisf effornt is under way.

tents. blankets, and relief lits,

An initial allocation of $15.000 was
given from the Church of the Brethren's
Emergency Disaster Fund to CWS for
work i West Java, and $69,000 was semt
for Sumatra in mid-Cetober. The grants
are helping to provide a variefy of sup-
plies and shelter for those affected.

In the Atlanta metro area. severe flood-
ing affected thousands of families. Judy
Bezon, CDS associate divector, coordi-
nated a week-long response i Marietta
with 2 team of six volunteer caregivers.
The team provided care for more than
100 children affected by the floods. A
grant of $4.000 is aiding relief efforts.

Other secent grants have gone to
American Samoa (510,000} and the
flood-ravaged Philippines ($20,000).
Brethren Disaster Ministries is also con-
timing three IS rebulding project sites,
two in Indiana and one in Lowisiana.






HA( *(-/341

( < & (* & *1
(5 (* ) $
* % (* | *) !
* (* *) ! "! %
* (1 5" < "%
* & B && C §) & * $!
! ) < * '$!
* 0. & 0O &83! *-
1 §) * L &&
1 I % (- ! *
)" 6 (- < D *_
/ 2% 9% * "
/ "& (7 =6 & */
I % "= 7 $ *.&" %
2" . (7 % */ :
2 < & (7 7T %
: && (, *, &
A & & *+ & * "=
(+4 & ! *+ . & %
+ & *+ $ "H# 1+ 3 &&
(( *( 1+
(G (" G% 1+
(( < & * $ 1( . &
(* ! *x 1( . &&
1

3>>4 00*)'(13(4B
) ! *1 I
(+ 4 % 6 2 & !
(1 ! 4 7 .& %
(- & G 1+ &
(2 1( " G%

(2 %



